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A Sustainable Post-Secondary System: 
The Case of California
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Tuition and fees increased dramatically as the state disinvested
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Generational progress in higher education stalled in California

6

Percent of younger and older adults with at least a bachelor’s degree
OECD Countries and California, 2014
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In recent years, new reforms and 
investments are working
• Massive reinvestment has kept tuition flat and led to large 

increases in student grant aid
• Enrollments are up*
• Persistence and completion rates are up
• UC and CSU have seen dramatic increases in the number of 

bachelor’s degrees awarded
• State revenues exceed expectations because of a highly 

educated labor force
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