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The CNE- Academic partnership for this 
event
Thank you, CNE.

CNE = Pioneering, Innovative, Trailblazing, Rigorous 
Research.

The Academy = it is a community of those who question 
long-standing assumptions and ways of thinking, and 
who devote  themselves to the deliberate and exacting 
search for new knowledge.



Four classical paradigms for 
interpreting Puerto  Rico-USA
1) U.S. Constitutional Law paradigm

2) The “American Politics” paradigm

3) The Classic Colony paradigm

4) The Latin American Politics (LASA) paradigm



(1) U.S. Constitutional Law Paradigm
• Advantages: It is “the law” under the status quo.
• Disadvantages: Too narrowly legalistic, moored in 

methodological nationalism, inward-looking, the antithesis of the 
comparative approach, purely descriptive, law is not the same 
as science, idiosyncratic- depending on the Justices’ whims and 
biases.

• Universe of Cases: Narrow, just the U.S. territories (rest of the 
world does not exist).



(2) “American Politics” Paradigm
• Advantages: Creates no cognitive dissonance for people of the 

USA grappling with Puerto Rico.
• Disadvantages: Misdiagnoses Puerto Rico. Puerto Rico is not 

like African Americans or Korean Americans or Mexican 
Americans. It has a very different historical trajectory. Not really 
an ethnic or racial minority...

• Universe of Cases: The panoply of racial and ethnic minorities 
in the USA.



(3) The Classic Colony Paradigm
• Advantages: Does explain the historical trajectory of Puerto 

Rico, and some of its social/cultural/econ/political reality today.
• Disadvantages: Limited utility to understand Puerto Rico’s 

status conundrum today. Also, not really a classic colony like 
Mozambique, Angola, India, Algeria; even distinguishable from 
Guadeloupe, Jamaica, etc.

• Universe of Cases: Mozambique, Angola, India, Algeria, etc.



(4) The Latin American Politics 
Paradigm
• Advantages: It is of historical interest, and some contemporary 

controlled comparisons are possible.
• Disadvantages: Of limited utility to understand Puerto Rico’s 

status conundrum today. Vis-à-vis Latin America, Puerto Rico is 
in a very peculiar political niche.

• Universe of Cases: Latin America



Opening our perspective and vision: 
the path to a new paradigm for interpreting Puerto  
Rico-USA
• Comparative Politics
• “’Pensar sin comparar es impensable. Además, si no se compara no puede haber pensamiento ni investigación 

científica.’ Casi toda la investigación empírica social hoy en día implica algún tipo de comparación. Comparar 
nos provee las bases para hacer planteamientos sobre patrones empíricos y para evaluar e interpretar casos en 
relación a criterios teóricos. En este sentido, la comparación es central a la ciencia social empírica: la 
investigación social y política es, de una manera u otra, investigación comparativa”. (Ragin 1987)

• Comparative Federalism
• Combines comparative constitutional law, comparative politics, and normative political theory into a discipline 

that examines the global experience with federalism, federations, and federal political systems.

• Comparative Constitutional Law (Studies)
• “The time has come to go beyond analyses of court rulings (or comparative constitutional law) towards a more 

holistic approach to the study of constitutions across polities (comparative constitutional studies).” (Hirschl 2014)



A new paradigm for interpreting Puerto Rico

• Sub-state national society (Lluch)
• Sub-state distinct society (as per the Canadian Parliament in 

Ottawa)
• Stateless nation (Keating)
• Internal national community (Lecours)
• Minority nation (Gagnon)
• Sub-state Demos (Tierney)



Puerto Rico: a sub-state national society
1. Some public opinion data shows that a substantial number of 

people in PR have a form of national consciousness (Morris 1995, 
Lluch 2019, A.I. Rivera 2017)

2. Puerto Rico’s political party system is very peculiar. it shows the 
telltale pattern of all sub state national societies...
• non-state wide parties=regionalist parties
• the political party system prioritizes the axis re: what is the 

constitutional relationship we are going to have with the central 
state, instead of the political economy axis, or the state-society 
axis.

3. The 3 political orientations PR has had in the last 100 years are 
very similar to the ones that other sub-state demoi have...



The political 
party systems 
of sub-state 
demoi



Stateless Nations-Scope Conditions
1. Stateless nations or sub-state distinct societies or sub-state demoi
2. Located in, or belonging to, states with a high level of socio-

economic development,
3. With liberal democratic regimes of a minimum duration of 25 years,
4. Where the relation between majority and minority nations has 

lasted for at least a century,
5. Where the principal cause for the differential between majority and 

minority nations is language, culture, history, or institutions, as 
opposed to race or religion.



Stateless Nations-Universe of Cases
• Catalunya-Spain
• Quebec-Canada
• Galicia-Spain
• Flanders-Belgium
• Scotland-U.K.
• Corsica-France
• Euskadi-Spain
• Wales-U.K.
• Puerto Rico-United States
• South Tyrol- Italy
• Valle d’Aosta-Italy



The USA as a multinational democracy 
today?
-Does Puerto Rico turn the USA into a case of peripheral 
multinationalism?

-The State/ Yes
-Federal Political System/ Yes
-(Empire/ Yes)

-Federation/ No
-The Nation/ No



(1) Advantages of the 
Sub-State Demos 
Paradigm:
We can compare PR’s 
autonomism with other 
autonomisms worldwide
-



(2) Advantages of 
the Sub-State 
Demos Paradigm:
We can better 
evaluate the USA 
federation vis-à-vis 
other federations
(national or 
multinational, etc.)



(3) Advantages of the Sub-
State Demos Paradigm:
We can compare the national 
movement of Puerto Rico with 
the behavior of other stateless 
nations’ national movements



(4) Advantages 
of the Sub-State 
Demos 
Paradigm: 
Examine the 
Constitutional 
Accommodation 
of Puerto Rico in 
Comparative 
Perspective



(5) Advantages of 
the Sub-State 
Demos Paradigm: 
Better evaluate 
Puerto Rico’s
political future in light 
of enlightening 
contributions in 
normative political 
theory



(6) Advantages 
of the Sub-State 
Demos 
Paradigm: 
Puerto Rico´s 
self-government 
can be measured 
using quantitative 
methods and 
compared 
worldwide



(7) Advantages of the Sub-State Demos Paradigm: 
Puerto Rico can be analyzed using the basic small-N Comparative 
Method (Most Different or Most Similar Systems Design)



8) Advantages of the Sub-State Demos Paradigm: 
Public opinion research methods used in other SSNS can also be applied 
here to better understand this society



A new paradigm for Puerto Rico:
Let the journey begin...


